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First Ten Amendments
The first 10 amendments of the US constitution address the bill of rights. It elaborates on the rights of Americans as far as the federal government is concerned. The bill of rights guarantees liberties and civil rights to the US including freedom of religion, press, and speech (National Center for Constitutional Studies, 2019). The bill of rights serves a crucial role in setting rules about the due process of American law. Additionally, it reserves the powers of individuals that are not designated to the federal government to the states or the people. It holds that the numbering in the supreme law of the American land, about given rights, shall not be subject to disparage or deny others that are reserved by the Americans. The literature highlights how the first ten amendments except for the 7th, have impacted criminal law in the US  since its inception and extends further to discuss the contribution of the 14th amendment to the criminal law.
The conventions of various states in America have shown interest at the time of adoption to the constitution, to avoid abuse or misconstruction of its powers that extended restrictive and declaratory clauses should be included. The reason for the inclusion of these clauses in the constitution was primarily to boost the public confidence in the federal government, and this was the only way of ensuring beneficent eventual of its institution (Grabel, 2019).
The first amendment holds that the house of Congress shall not enact any law restricting Americans of their free exercise to religion, or no law should be made respecting the establishment of a given religion. Additionally, the first amendment bars Congress from interfering with the freedom of the press or speech or the right to peacefully assemble or the right to sue the federal government for a redress of grievances affecting the people. According to Grabel (2019), the first amendment serves as the presumptions for the participation of the public by safeguarding the rights of speech, writing, conscience, and assembly. The first amendment has affected the power of making decisions related to government restrictions. For instance, the federal government is prohibited to outlaw racist speech, antiwar speech, pro-communist speech, and speech supporting violence.
 The second amendment warns against the infringement of a militia that is adequately regulated, being a great necessity to the primary security to the people of a free state, it is the people’s rights to bear and keep arms and so it has to be respected. The second amendment empowers the Americans with the mandate to serve as a republican substitute for civil defense. This amendment has changed the course of decision making in the courts as it protects individuals’ right to own a firearm unlinked with providing service to a militia and primarily to use the gun for traditional purposes, including self-defense within their home.
The third amendment prohibits soldiers against being quartered in a house without noticing the owner of the house both in time of peace and war unless it did in a manner that is defined by law. Although the third amendment is yet to be the primary fundamental of any case ruled by the supreme court, it has been applied in a few instances to allow the establishment of people’s right to privacy as inscribed in the constitution. The fourth amendment forms an integral part of the bill of rights that safeguards individuals against unjustified and unreasonable seizures and searches of property by criminal law agencies or the federal government. But it does not prohibit all searches and seizures but is only limited to those that may be pronounced as unreasonable before the law (National Center for Constitutional Studies, 2019). When deciding if a certain search is reasonable, the grand juries apply this amendment and weigh the most fundamental interests; The degree to which the search infringed the rights inferred by the fourth amendment as well as the extent to which the embattled search influenced legal government interests like public safety.
The fifth amendment is a provision of the bill of rights counts for various of the fundamental protections of individuals suspected to have committed a felony under the criminal justice system of the United States of America. These protections against the accused include protection against prosecution unless prescribed by a grand jury, protection from self-incrimination, double jeopardy, as well as protection against being denied liberty, and being deprived of life and property. The sixth amendment explains that across all prosecutions, persons accused persons shall be granted quick and public trial by a jury who is impartial to the state and the district where the felony was undertaken. Additionally, the named district must have confirmed by the law, and the accused must be notified of the nature and reason for being accused; the accused should be presented with all witnesses against his accusations; allowed a coaxed procedure for getting witnesses to testify in favor of the accused and to have the help of an attorney for the defense of the accused (National Center for Constitutional Studies, 2019).
The eighth amendment dictates that there shall be no requirement for excessive bail nor imposition of exploitative fines nor abnormal and cruel punishment directed to the accused. This amendment safeguards convicts regarding the decision on bail, which should not be taken lightly since bail is a central matter in the criminal justice system of America. National Archives (2018), argue that the ninth amendment of the US constitution endeavors to ascertain those rights though not clearly defined by the law to be granted to the people of America in subsections of the bill of rights- they should not be infringed. Making decisions based on the ninth amendment has been termed as being extra vague to be used in any binding legal means.
The tenth amendment holds that the powers that are not designated to the U.S by the law and forbade by the constitution to the states are reserved for the people or states. This amendment has enabled the making of decisions about concurrent powers that are necessary for providing services to the Americans both at the federal and state level. Again, it has facilitated the imposition and collection of taxes that are needed to raise revenue for providing fire and police departments as well as maintenance of parks, highways, and other public spaces. Thus, at the end of the day, the relevant departments can offer high-quality services to the members of the society and on time. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In summation, having discussed how the first ten amendments except for the 7th, have impacted criminal law in the US since its inception and extending further to discuss the contribution of the 14th amendment to the criminal law, it is evident that it significantly contributes to the bill of rights by offering protection of civil rights to all Americans. This amendment made it possible for anyone born in the U.S to be recognized as a legal citizen, even former slaves. National Archives (2018), elaborate that before the emergence of the fourteenth amendment, African Americans were treated as property and non-US citizens. Additionally, it criminalized the denial of equal rights of protection by any State. Moreover, the fourteenth amendment provides a constitutional right to own property, right to life, and liberty, which cannot be deprived by the federal government. The right to due process enjoyed by all Americans today is by courtesy of this amendment.   
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